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of further discussion among the table and kitchen monitors.
Could visitors, and foreign visitors at that, be served with soup
from the pan in which it had been cooked ? (It was the custom
to place the pan on the table and serve from it.) It was decided
in the negative, and our soup was brought to us in china plates
from the kitchen. The rest used enamel plates. The soup was
very good and plentiful, eaten with much bread. This was
followed by semolina pudding, with half a pint of milk for each.
Anyone could have a second helping. The Head explained that so
far their supplies were very poor. They only had meat twice a
week, and vegetables were very scarce. They were making great
efforts to obtain more help from their patrons. In spite of the
food difficulties, they all looked remarkably healthy. By now,
with the general improvement of the food situation, the position
in the school will be greatly improved. We ate at long tables
covered with American cloth. This was the only dining-room
that I visited in which there were no plants or flowers on the
table.
The school had, in May 1934, 478 pupils, of both sexes, from
eight to nineteen years. The aim " is to prepare useful citizens
for a Socialist society." They receive a general education which
goes a little beyond the ordinary primary school. In technical
education they reach the standard of the factory apprentice
school, more attention naturally being given to technical work.
The methods used are a development of those used in the
Children's Home. They discourage mimicry, and officially the
deaf and dumb alphabet is forbidden; the children, however,
among themselves resort to both. In 1931 the question was
raised of going back to mimicry because the standard of attain-
ment was so low. However, it was finally decided against. There
is much emotional education through physical culture and the
various art circles. Numbers in the classes vary from six to ten
and, for the older pupils, twelve. I was told that they fitted in
well with the normal life after leaving the school. There are
special factories wljich take groups of the pupils from the school
iiave made the necessary adaptations* The boys from this